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farms and enjoyed Russome and other gift? :,11 their abortion in 1786, were,
from the beginning, working against ne Rajah of Vizirc

The internal disputes in t!L? "Zamindaiy of Vizianagaram provided
suf ficient opportunity to the English to diminish the power and influence of
Vizianagaram before the end of the 18th Centurv.
Internal troubles of Zamindar
The misunderstandings between Vijiarama Razu and Sitharama Razu
were caused by one, Jagannatha Razu who worked for a long time m the
service of the Zamindary and later procured //ave/zlands under the British
Company. The English interfered in the affairs of the Zamindary when
Sitharama Razu got Jagannatha Razu arrested for some dues to his Zam-
indary and kept in the Fort of Vizianagaram. The English claimed the release
of Jagannatha Razu on the pretext that he was a Company's servant. The
Chief of Vizagapatam also charged the Rajah of Vizianagaram that he was
raising troops and that he had invited Marathas into the Sarkar to create
disturbances. The English also protested against the adoption of the son of
Sitharama Razu to succeed Vijiarama Razu without obtaining prior permis-
sion of the English Government, his overlords.22
Col. Braithwite arrived at Vizagapatam to ensure Jagannatha Razu's
release. VijiaramaRazu complained that Johnson, the Chief of Vizagapatam,
had misreported about him and hence, he expressed his desire to go over to
Madras personally to explain every thing to the Governor.23
Later, Col. Braithwite, with a company of sepoys, arrived at Vizian-
agaram to press for the payment of arrears of tribute. Vijiarama Razu was not
prepared for this onslaught and expressed his willingness to deliver up all his
territories and to go to Madras with his family. But, Col. Braithwite had only
come over there to take the Rajah of Vijianagaram to Vizagapatam so as to
arrange for a meeting between the Rajah and the Chief of Vizagapatam to
wipe out the differences between them,24
Jagannatha Razu 'poisoned1 the ears of the Chief of Vizagapatam that
the Rajah was paying only 4 1/2 lakhs as annual rent (tribute) whereas he was
22  Records of Fort Su George: Country Correspondence (Milit)Lr.No,82 to Vijiarama
Rwu. DU4th July, 1777, Vol26t Yr. 1777, pp,174-176; Mackenzie's Mss. Vizianagaram .
Telugu Sahitya Akademif Vol 25, p. 205
23   Ibid, . Lr.No.98 from Vijiarama Razu, Dt4th Aug. 1777, pp.215-216.
24   Ibid. * Lr.No. 99 from Vijiarama Razu, DL7Ui Aug, 177, pp.217-220